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Welcome to SWGIBM Number Six... 

1. On the front cover a wedding day photo of Donald and Iona Mosegaard... 

some of their poignant story can be found at pages 8-10... 

2. “From South Wales to Washington State” – on the Pacific Coast of the 

USA. Some of the GI Brides who went as far as they could across 

Continental USA for love… 

3. A book worth reading – if you can get hold of a copy of it -  “A Moment in 

History” By Bryan Morse. Why? Apart from a very interesting account of 

US Army units in the Rhondda Valleys during WW2, mentioned therein are 

several Anglo-American marriages. Please see Page 11… 

About Washington State... 

 Motto = “Al-ki” or “Alki,” a Chinook Indian word meaning "bye and bye" or 

"hope for the future." 

 http://www.leg.wa.gov/documents/Legislature/StudentsPage/kids/alki.htm 

 Flower = the Coast Rhododendron 

http://www.proflowers.com/flowerguide/washington/ 

 Bird = the willow goldfinch (American goldfinch) adopted in 1951. 

http://www.netstate.com/states/symb/birds/wa_willow_goldfinch.htm 

 Capitol = Olympia is the site of government of the state of Washington.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_State_Capitol 

Washington is named after first President of the US, George Washington, of course. It 

also known as the Evergreen State due to the copious amounts of rain which fall: “A 

Home from Home for Welsh Women?”  

http://www.leg.wa.gov/documents/Legislature/StudentsPage/kids/alki.htm
http://www.proflowers.com/flowerguide/washington/
http://www.netstate.com/states/symb/birds/wa_willow_goldfinch.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympia,_Washington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seat_of_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_(U.S._state)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_State_Capitol
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Bremerton       Gig Harbor 

 

Seattle    Yakima    Spokane  

 

 

Thursday July 27th, 1944 

LUTERS – NEWSWAY 

 

The marriage took place on July 21st at Dorchester of Donald, only son of Mr and Mrs C 

W Luters, Gig Harbor, Washington, USA, and Elsie, second daughter of Mr and Mrs F 

Newsway, Fairwater, Cardiff. 



SWGIBM NUMBER 6           APRIL 2011 

4 

 

 

Monday April 30th, 1945 

TEAKLES – JOHN  

 

(Sorry about the quality of this much copied old photo!) 

Corporal James M Teakles, serving with the US Army, and his bride Miss Valerie 

John, after their wedding at St Andrew’s church, Cardiff.  

 

Tuesday May 1st 1945 

TEAKLES – JOHN 

 

On April 28, 1945, at St. Andrews Church, Corporal James M Teakles, USA, youngest 

son of Mrs and the late Mr Philip Teakles, Seattle, Washington, USA, to Valerie 

Constance, only daughter of Mr and Mrs Harry E John, Cathays, Cardiff. 
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(Modern masthead) 

Saturday June 2nd, 1945 

JORGENSEN – COPP 

The engagement is announced between Staff Sergeant Simon Jorgensen, son of the 

late Mr John Jorgensen and Mrs Jorgensen, 3616, W 64th Street, Seattle 7, 

Washington, USA, and Winifred, daughter of Mr and Mrs Alfred Copp, 26 Park 

Terrace, Treforest. 

Saturday July 7th, 1945  

JORGENSEN – COPP 

On July 2nd, 1945, at Calvary English Baptist Church, Treforest, the wedding took place 

between Simon Jorgensen and Winifred May Copp… Soloist was Corporal John 

Kingdon (US Army). The Best man was Sergeant Paul Clark.  

“Many American friends were present… The bride, having been a captain in the 

Salvation Army and the bridegroom having been a missionary before his term in the US 

Army, hope to leave for America soon where they will make their home and will be 

taking up Christian work again… 

 

Saturday March 23rd, 1946  

JORGENSEN – COPP 

GI Bride Reaches America 

Mr and Mrs Alfred Copp, 26 Park Terrace, Treforest, have received a cablegram from 

their daughter Winifred, who has joined her GI husband in America…“Arrived safely; 

royal welcome. Feeling fine. Seattle grand; folks lovely. Simon spoiling me already. 

Hope you are well. Love Win…”  
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CARDIFF TIMES  

Friday July 28th, 1945 

SULLIVAN – HUNT 

 

Sergeant Charles A Sullivan, US Army, of Spokane, Washington, USA, and Miss 

Pauline Hunt, of Lisvane, after their wedding at Lisvane Church. 

 

 

 

Monday August 12th, 1946 

WALSH – JOSHUA  

On August 10th, in Bremerton, Washington, USA, Joseph to Peggy, eldest daughter 

of Mr and Mrs Joshua, Ely, Cardiff 
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Thursday August 23rd, 1945 

STANLEY – TOWNEND 

The marriage was solemnized at Albert Road Methodist Church on Saturday...between 

Sergeant Utah Stanley, US Army, second son of Mr and Mrs M B Stanley, Brewster, 

Washington, USA, and Miss Joy Townend, only daughter of Mr and Mrs F Townend, 

55 Plassey Street.  

(Please see SWGIBM No.3)  

 

Frances and Roy Spencer (Please see SWGIBM No.1) lived in Yakima, WA 

 



SWGIBM NUMBER 6           APRIL 2011 

8 

 

IONA MOSEGAARD 

Lives in Briton Ferry, south Wales 

 

Iona Mosegaard was married to Private First Class Don Mosegaard, a Clerk Typist 

with 463rd Engineer Base Depot Company at Ashchurch, near Tewkesbury, England.  

 

“During the war I was stationed with the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) in the 

Gloucester Records Office, and I met up with an American who was stationed at an 

Engineering Depot near Tewkesbury (G-25). We courted for about a year and a half and 

then received permission from the American authorities to wed. We got married in 1945 

at St Mary's Church in Briton Ferry, south Wales, where all my family was in attendance. 

Both Don and I were only children, but we had lots of cousins and relations. 

 

Across the Pond 

 

Donald returned home that year to Gary, Indiana, (near Chicago) and I followed the next 

year with a group of GI Brides, on one of the chartered ships. However, this is when 

things began to go wrong for me, as while we were waiting for the ship and relevant visas 

etc. to be got ready, we were sent to Salisbury Plain to a very isolated camp (Tidworth) 

where we spent three weeks, and where I began to feel dreadfully homesick. Then the 

journey by ship took about ten to twelve days and the train trip from New York about a 

day and a half, so that by the time I reached Gary I was really desperately homesick. 

 

Welcome Home 

 

However, Don and his mother met me at the station with a beautiful bouquet of red roses 

and I was given a wonderful “Welcome Home” party, with all Don’s relations and friends. 

They could not have been kinder, my mother-in-law taking me shopping for new clothes 

(which were then difficult to buy in Britain with coupons.) And to all the new shows in 
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Chicago etc. In fact, I was given a marvellous time, but continued to feel homesick and 

eventually after about a year they agreed that I should come back for a visit. (Probably 

the worst thing I could have done, I now think.)  I stayed home about six weeks then 

began missing my lovely husband, so went back to the States.  

 

The same thing happened again after about two years, when I made another visit home 

and then returned again to Gary. After a few months I found out I was pregnant and our 

beautiful son Richard was born in 1950. 

 

Despite the fact I now had a lovely family and Don was working and earning a good wage 

and we had an apartment, I was still trying to persuade Don to come back to Wales to 

live. (I now think I must have been mad, but it’s only someone who has been homesick 

who will sympathise with me!) Anyhow, I suppose he could see I was a hopeless case, so 

he eventually agreed to come back in 1952. 
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Back to Wales 

 

He probably found it very hard to settle down here, as things were far from easy in those 

days, as we did not have central heating or telephones or cars etc. ... things he was used 

to, but he never, ever grumbled and got on to make the best of things. He finally got work 

and worked diligently and conscientiously at BP Llandarcy for thirty years, finally ending 

up as Chief Cashier before retiring in 1984. 

 
Historical aerial photo of Llandarcy Oil Refinery in operation (Closed in 1998) 

 

I think he did eventually like living here and seemed happy, although we never did much 

socializing as we were both introverts, but were happy in our own way.  

 

Sadly, Don passed away in 1994, aged 70. And other sad events were his mother dying 

in 1963 aged 56. Then his dad came over to live with us here. He died in 1968 aged 74 

and then our lovely son Richard died suddenly in 1973 aged 23... Anyhow, both Don and 

Richard became British citizens (in fact they retained dual nationalities) but I can assure 

you Wales never had two more loyal and decent subjects than they were. 

 

- Iona Mosegaard 
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Friday April 14th, 1944 

 

POWELL – HOPGOOD 

Miss Joan Hopgood, Kingsland Crescent, Barry Dock, was married at St. Helen's 

Church, Barry, on Monday to Captain James J Powell, junior, eldest son of Attorney 

James J. Powell, Scranton, Pennsylvania, USA. 

I have discovered that Bryan Morse’s 

book is a mine of useful information about 

GI’s in south Wales especially in the 

Rhondda Valleys and Pontypridd.  

 

One name mentioned therein (page 65) is 

that of Captain James J. Powell Junior, 

797th Port Company, who married Joan 

Hopgood from Barry.  

 

The 797th was part of the 517th Port 

Battalion, Transportation Corps, which 

was based at G-40 in Barry before 

moving slightly north to the Rhondda 

Valleys prior to D-Day. 
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Maybe more from Bryan’s book down the line. Next month I will mention some GI Brides 

from Pontypridd and the Rhondda!  

 

“Hey, buddy, where on earth is the Rhondda?” I hear you ask in Wisconsin.  

 

 

That’s all for this month, folks! 
 

Glenn.booker501@yahoo.co.uk 

8 Hillside Close, Barry, UK CF63 2QP 

Please visit Michele Thomas’s site http://uswarbrides.com/  

mailto:Glenn.booker501@yahoo.co.uk
http://uswarbrides.com/

